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Description 
The continuously growing global demands on a finite land resource will require better 
strategic policies and management of trade-offs to avoid conflicts between different land-
use sectors. Visions of the future can support strategic planning by stimulating dialogue, 
building a consensus on shared priorities and providing long-term targets. 
 
The European Union FP7 project VOLANTE (http://www.volante-project.eu) worked with 63 
expert stakeholders to create three cross-sectoral vision for future sustainable land use in 
Europe (Perez-Soba et al. 2018) which provide a basis for exploring possible pathways 
towards these desired futures (Metzger et al. 2018) 
 
This dataset provides three rich pictures illustrating these visions, which were created by 
Scriberia (www.scriberia.co.uk) based on Marc Metzger and James Peterson's ideas and 
valuable input from members of the VOLANTE consortium. This file provides a brief 
description of the visions.  
 
For more detailed information please refer to:  
• Perez-Soba M., Paterson J., Metzger M.J., Gramberger M., Houtkamp J., Jensen A., 

Murray-Rust D., Verkerk P.J. (2018) Sketching sustainable land use in Europe by 2040: a 
multi-stakeholder participatory approach to elicit cross-sectoral visions. Regional 
Environmental Change in press. 

• Metzger M.J., Lindner M., Pedroli B. (in press) Towards a roadmap for sustainable land 
use in Europe Regional Environmental Change in press. 

 
 
Files 
The illustrations is provided as .png, .svg and Adobe Photoshop .psd files. 
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Best Land in Europe – optimal use of land resources 
 
Europe participates in a 
globalised world with 
intensive movement of 
products, money and people. 
Political collaboration exists 
between and beyond the EU 
member states. There is 
intense global competition 
for resources requiring more 
efficient land use to meet 
society’s needs. Across the 
EU, land provides for 
multiple functions, in a well-
planned, well-ordered and 
zoned use of space. Some 
land is used for multiple 
purposes. Other land is 
better suited for 
specialisation in just one 
function, e.g. food 
production or nature. 
 

 



Regional Connected – Living closer to nature 
 
Europe has a greater 
appreciation of regionally 
available resources and 
adopts innovation to live 
with a minimum of external 
imports. Serving the regional 
population and keeping 
regional coherence is a key 
priority. This reduces the 
need for travel and transport, 
and maintains regional 
diversity in land use. 
Territorial cohesion at the 
regional scale does not 
isolate communities or close 
borders, but creates local 
autonomy, increases 
resilience and leads to 
greater citizen engagement 
in land use decision-making. 
 
 

  



Local Multifunctional – self-sufficiency for communities 
 
Europe integrates multi-
functionality locally, striving 
for the provision of multiple 
ecosystem services in all land 
use. Localised thinking and 
decision-making is 
supported by a radical shift 
in societal behaviour and 
‘bottom-up’ governance. 
Rural areas flourish by having 
a strong green economy 
where biodiversity is 
improved through a clean 
environment and green 
infrastructure. There is a 
huge reduction in ‘food 
miles’ as products are grown 
and consumed locally. 
Technology facilitates the 
sustainable management of 
natural resources. 
 

 
  



Comparison between the three visions (Perez-Soba et al., 2018) 
 

  Best Land in Europe Regional connected Local multifunctional 
Main 
aspiration 

To maximise the value of existing land by 
using the optimal locations in the EU 

To keep a regional coherence by exploiting 
most land and providing goods and services 
within a well-connected region 

To create local self-sufficiency by 
optimising the use of land and the supply 
of goods and services on the spot 

Urban areas Peri-urban areas disappear, making way 
for other land functions around the 
cities, such as urban agriculture, 
recreation, nature 

Cities are compact, with vertical growth, and 
very well connected with surrounding towns 
or villages and nature areas in the region. 

New villages emerge in former forests and 
on abandoned rural land. 

Agriculture The intensity of agricultural production, 
including biofuels, varies depending on 
the agro-climatic conditions. For 
example, in western and central Europe, 
production is intensive, whilst Alpine and 
Mediterranean regions see a decline in 
agriculture or extensification. 

The overall intensity of agriculture decreases 
with a focus on sustainable production, 
including a large increase in high nature 
value farming as part of the green network. 

Food is produced locally and new practices 
allow food to be grown everywhere (in 
cities, forest and nature areas). 
Consequently, intensity increases in some 
areas but may decrease in traditional 
agricultural regions. 

Forestry Industrial highly productive forest 
dominates in northern and central 
Europe, whilst regions that are 
biophysically less suitable or face climate 
change pressures, such as the 
Mediterranean, are more extensively 
managed. 

Forest cover increases through the conversion 
of marginal agricultural land to productive 
forests supplying the local region. This 
includes green corridors and forests planted 
to mitigate carbon emissions. 

Forest cover increases through the 
conversion of marginal land and an 
increase in agroforestry. Multifunctional 
mixed wood production is everywhere to 
cover local demand for all the services 
delivered by forests. 

Nature Some nature areas with emblematic 
endangered species become strict 
conservation areas: isolated and with no 
human interference. Other areas are 
managed for recreation. 

Nature is encouraged and managed 
everywhere (in cities, agricultural areas and 
production forests) with an emphasis on 
green and blue infrastructure connecting 
different areas. 

Protected areas are open to sustainable 
food production and forestry where it helps 
to meet local demand. Management is 
focused on increasing the number of 
goods and services delivered. 

Green 
connections 

Green connectivity is increased by 
restoring nature areas with high 
biodiversity value; there is a special 
emphasis on wetland rehabilitation. 

There are big investments in green and blue 
corridors. 

Nature is pervasive and ubiquitous (even in 
dense urban areas such as park systems, 
green rings, green facades and roofs or 
converted disused transport sites). 

Viability in 
rural areas 

Rural areas suffering from severe socio-
economic decline do not get further 
policy support and are abandoned and 
used for nature. 

Rural areas are well connected with big cities, 
keeping the regional coherence. 

Rural viability increases because of the 
strong diversification of activities, creating 
new opportunities for urbanites who want 
to start part-time farming. New ways of 
living appear, such as communal farms. 


