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technologies for a broad range of recreational uses. The data suggest that technologies developed with 

therapeutic goals in mind may need to achieve a high standard of design to engage users. 
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About this document 

This document is designed to provide an introduction to the ASDTech data – see filenames below.  It 

describes: how the data were managed and anonymised, where the data are published, what files are 

available and what they contain, and who to contact if you have queries.  

 

Ethics 

A copy of the original ethical approval letter is available for download with this data set.  

Our original ethical approval was sought before this lab made a commitment to open science, 

including publishing data wherever possible. Therefore, we did not ask participants specifically for 

permission to post anonymised data on this platform. Instead, question 1 of the survey asked 

respondents to provide permissions about the use of their data: 
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If you are happy to complete this survey, please complete the consent form by responding to each 
item: 

- I have read and understood the survey information on the previous page 

- I understand that all data collected from this survey will be anonymously coded and stored 

confidentially and securely 

- I am willing to take part in this research study 

 

During the analysis period, data were corded using a pseudonymous code, and stored securely on a 

University of Edinburgh server, in line with our ethics approval. Now, in order to publish the data, we 

have split the file into three categories: 

i) Pseudonymous codes 

ii) Identifiable information or potentially-identifiable data types (e.g. dates of birth, open-

ended responses) 

iii) Anonymous data 

By releasing only the third category of data here, we believe we have met our responsibility to 

participants by keeping their (identifiable or pseudonymous) data secure, whilst also meeting our 

obligations to the scientific community to make data available to for re-analysis. In due course, the 

identifiable data and pseudonymous codes still stored securely at the University of Edinburgh will be 

deleted altogether, but these anonymous data will be available in perpetuity.  

In the section of this document titled “How the data were processed” we describe how these dataset 

has been anonymised from the input the respondents provided, so that no identifiable or potentially-

identifiable information is included in the dataset. If you have concerns about this decision or 

procedure please contact the research team. 

 

What is available and where to find it 

DataShare is the open-access, online repository of the University of Edinburgh. Anyone can access and 

download the data, via searching the repositories on the web (https://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk), or by 

searching for the specific dataset identifier (called a ‘handle’). More information about DataShare can 

be found at the link below:  

https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/research-support/research-data-service/sharing-preserving-

data/data-repository.  

Table 1: a list of available files linked to this data set 

Number Filename File format Description 

1 ASDTech_DataGuide PDF (.pdf) This document, containing procedure for 

data anonymisation and sharing 

permissions. 

2 ASDTech paper summary PDF (.pdf) A simple language summary of the paper 
and key findings 

3 ASDTech survey English PDF (.pdf) A copy of the survey in English 

4 ASDTech glossary Excel (.xlsx) Glossary of data, including data 

descriptions and reference to survey 
questions, and details of data 

transformations and coding. 

5 ASDTech markdown output PDF (.pdf) PDF output of RMarkdown script (see 
below) 

https://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/research-support/research-data-service/sharing-preserving-data/data-repository
https://www.ed.ac.uk/information-services/research-support/research-data-service/sharing-preserving-data/data-repository
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6 ASDTech manuscript PDF (.pdf) The submitted and accepted version of 
the manuscript 

7 ASDTech ethics approval 

MHSE_UoE 

PDF (.pdf) A copy of the ethical approval letter from 

Moray House School of Education 

 ASDTech markdown file RMarkdown 
(.Rmd) 

Markdown report of ASDTech analysis 
(to be used in RStudio, with markdown 

package, at least on 3.4.0) 

 ASDTech_all-survey-data_cleaned CSV (.csv) Responses to all survey questions (after 

anonymisation process, see below) 

 

 

How the Data Were Processed 

1. Dataset with completed survey responses download from survey host www.surveymonkey.com in 

.csv format 

 

2. Identifiable information removed (see table below for full information):  

a. IP address (default SurveyMonkey collection procedure) 

b. address details (question 3, except Country of residence) 

c. dates of birth (questions 4 (parent) and 9 (child), except year of birth) 

d. free-text data about use of technology (survey questions 19, 24, 28, 33, 37, 41, 45, 48, 51, 

54, 57, 60, 66-70)  

e. email address of respondent (survey question 71) 

The anonymised dataset is included in the data upload (see ‘ASDTech_all-survey-data_cleaned.csv’).  

3. Data imported into RStudio (using markdown package, version 3.4.0) and analysed (see 

‘ASDTech markdown file’) 

 

Table 2: data anonymisation procedure 

question # 

and page ref 

Survey question text Data 

content/format of 

original data 

input 

Anonymisation procedure 

  IP address of 

respondent 

Removed from dataset 

3, page 2 Please let us know where 
you live 

City/Town 
State/Province 

Country 

ZIP/Postal code 

Removed from dataset 
Removed from dataset 

Retained in dataset 
Removed from dataset 

4, page 2 Please let us know your 
date of birth 

DD/MM/YYYY Day and month values removed 
from dataset. Year retained 

and transformed into age (in 

years).  

9, page 3 What is your child’s date 

of birth? 

DD/MM/YYYY Day and month values removed 

from dataset. Year retained 

and transformed into age (in 

years). 

19, page 6 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 
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often and/or enjoys the 
most 

24, page 8 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 
often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

28, page 9 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 
your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

33, page 11 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 
most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

37, page 12 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 
your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

41, page 14 Please list the top five 
apps or functions that 

your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

45, page 15 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 
often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

48, page 16 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 
your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

51, page 17 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 
most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

54, page 17 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

your child uses most 
often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

57, page 18 Please list the top five 
apps or functions that 

your child uses most 

often and/or enjoys the 

most 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

60, page 19 Please list the top five 

apps or functions that 

Free text response Removed from dataset 
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your child uses most 
often and/or enjoys the 

most 

66, page 21 How did you choose the 

hardware your child 
uses? 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

67, page 21 How do you choose the 

software (e.g. apps, 

games) your child uses? 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

68, page 21 Have you had to develop 

ways to manage your 

child’s screen time? 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

69, page 21 Please tell us any other 
major positives or 

negatives you have 

encountered while using 
technology with your 

child 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

70, page 21 Is there anything else you 

would like to tell us? 

Free text response Removed from dataset 

71, page 21 If you would like to 

receive a copy of the final 

report when the research 
project is completed, you 

can enter your email 

address below. This will 

not be used for any other 
purpose. 

Email address of 

respondent 

Removed from dataset 

 


