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Short / Fall verbs (18) 

{lɛŋ} ‘beat 
(drum)’ 

Early Fall Final bùul á-lɛ ̂́ŋ ‘Somebody has beaten the drum.’ 
Medial bùul á-lɛ ̂́ŋ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has beaten the drum here.’ 

Late Fall Final bùul á-lɛ̂́ŋ̀ ‘Smb. went away to beat the drum.’  
Medial bûul á-lɛ̂́ŋ ̀pâac ‘Smb. went to the village to beat the drum.’ 

Early Fall 
High 

Medial ákɔɔ̌l á-lɛ ̂́ŋ bùul ‘Somebody used a drumstick to beat the drum.’ 
Medial ákɔɔ̌l á-lɛ̂́ŋ bùul ‘You used a drumstick to beat the drum.’ 

 
{lɔl} ‘dig 
around’  

Early Fall Final kàl á-lɔ ̂́l ‘Somebody has dug around the compound.’ 
Medial kàl á-lɔ ̂́l kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has dug around the compound here.’ 

Late Fall Final kàl á-lɔ̂́l ̀ ‘Somebody went away to dug around the compound.’ 
Medial kàl á-lɔ̂́l ̀pâac ‘Somebody went to the village to dig around the compound.’ 

Early Fall 
High 

Medial kɔɔ̄c á-lɔ ̂́l kàl ‘Somebody used a hoe to dig around the compound.’ 
Medial kɔɔ̄c á-lɔ̂́l kàl ‘You have used a hoe to dig around the compound.’ 

 
{ŋɛn} 
‘press 
down, make 
smooth’ 

Early Fall Final wût á-ŋɛ ̂́n ‘Somebody has made houses smooth.’ 
Medial wût á-ŋɛ ̂́n kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has made houses smooth here.’ 

Late Fall Final wût á-ŋɛ̂́ǹ ‘Somebody went away to make houses smooth.’ 
Medial ût á-ŋɛ̂́ǹ pâac ‘Smb. went to the village to make houses smooth.’ 

Early Fall 
High  

Medial wɛ̂́l á-ŋɛ ̂́n wût ‘Somebody used straw to make houses smooth.’ 
Medial wɛ̂́l á-ŋɛ̂́n wût ‘You have used straw to make houses smooth.’ 
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Short / Low verbs (18) 

{ŋɔl} ‘cut’ Early Fall Final jāat ̪á-ŋɔ ̂́l ‘Somebody has cut a tree.’ 
Medial jāat ̪á-ŋɔ ̂́l kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has cut a tree here.’ 

Late Fall Final jāat ̪á-ŋɔ̂́l ̀ ‘Somebody went away to cut a tree.’ 
Medial jāat ̪á-ŋɔ̂́l ̀pâac ‘Somebody went to the village to cut a tree.’ 

Low Final jāat ̪á-ŋɔl̀ ‘You have cut a tree.’ 
Medial jāat ̪á-ŋɔl̀ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You have cut the tree here.’ 

 

{lɛŋ} ‘take 
gradually’ 
(e.g. grain / 
theft) 

Early Fall Final ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ ̂́ŋ ‘Somebody has taken money gradually.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ ̂́ŋ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has taken money gradually here.’ 

Late Fall Final ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ̂́ŋ ̀ ‘Somebody went away to take money gradually.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ̂́ŋ ̀pâac ‘Somebody went away to the village to take money gradually.’ 

Low Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛŋ̀ ‘You have taken money gradually.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛŋ̀ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You have taken money gradually here.’ 

 
{lɛm} 
‘accumulate’ 

Early Fall Final ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ ̂́m ‘Somebody has accumulated money.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ ̂́m kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘Somebody has accumulated money here.’ 

Late Fall Final ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ̂́m̀ ‘Somebody went to accumulate money.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛ̂́m̀ pâac ‘Somebody went to the village to accumulate money.’ 

Low Final ŋjēeɲ á-lɛm̀ ‘You have accumulated money.’ 
Medial ŋjēeɲ á-lɛm̀ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You have accumulated money here.’ 
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Long / Fall verbs 

{ŋaal} 
‘slaughter’ 

Early Fall Final djêk á-ŋấal ‘Somebody slaughtered goats’ 
Late Fall Final djêk á-ŋáaal ̀ ‘Somebody went away to slaughter goats.’ 

Medial djêk á-ŋáaal ̀pâac ‘Somebody went to the village to slaughter goats.’ 
Early Fall 
High 

Medial tɔ ŋ á-ŋấaal djêk ‘Somebody used spears to slaughter goats.’ 
Medial tɔ ŋ á-ŋáaal djêk ‘You used spears to slaughter goats.’ 

 

{mɪɪn} 
‘pierce’ 

Early Fall Final pjēn á-mɪ  ̂́ɪn ‘Somebody pierced a hide.’ 
High Fall Final pjēn á-mɪ ̂́ɪɪǹ ‘Somebody went away to pierce a hide.’ 

Medial pjēn á-mɪ ̂́ɪɪǹ pâac ‘Somebody went away to the village pierce a hide.’ 
Early Fall 
High 

Medial bɪɪ̄t ̪á-mɪ  ̂́ɪɪn pjēn ‘Somebody used a fishing spear to pierce a hide.’ 
Medial bɪɪ̄t ̪á-mɪ ̂́ɪɪn pjēn ‘You used a fishing spear to pierce a hide.’ 

 

{lʊʊɲ} 
‘pluck’ 

Early Fall Final gjēn á-lʊ ̂́ʊɲ ‘Somebody has plucked chickens.’ 
High Final gjēn á-lʊ̂́ʊʊɲ̀ ‘Somebody went away to pluck chickens.’ 

Medial gjēn á-lʊ̂́ʊʊɲ̀ pâac ‘Somebody went to the village to pluck chickens.’ 
Early Fall 
High 

Medial cɛ ŋ-è á-lʊ ̂́ʊʊɲ gjēn ‘Somebody has used his hand to pluck chickens.’ 
Medial cɛ ŋ-ɪ ̄á-lʊ̂́ʊʊɲ gjēn ‘You have used your hand to pluck chickens.’ 

 



Alignment in Shilluk 

4 
  

Long / Low verbs 

{lɛɛŋ} 
‘throw’ 

Early Fall Final lôot ̪á-lɛ ̂́ɛŋ ‘Somebody threw a stick.’ 
Late Fall Final lôot ̪á-lɛ̂́ɛɛŋ ̀ ‘Somebody threw a stick away.’ 

Medial lôot ̪á-lɛ̂́ɛɛŋ ̀pâac ‘Somebody threw a stick towards the village.’ 
Low Final lôot ̪á-lɛɛ̀ɛŋ ‘You threw a stick.’ 

Medial lôot ̪á-lɛɛ̀ɛŋ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You threw a stick here.’ 
 

{ŋɔɔj} 
‘imitate’ 

Early Fall Final bʊ̄ʊl á-ŋɔ ̂́ɔj ‘Somebody has imitated Bol.’ 
Late Fall Final bʊ̄ʊl á-ŋɔ̂́ɔɔj ̀ ‘Somebody has gone away to imitate Bol.’ 

Medial bʊ̄ʊl á-ŋɔ̂́ɔɔj ̀pâac ‘Somebody has gone away to the village to imitate Bol.’ 
Low Final bʊ̄ʊl á-ŋɔɔ̀ɔj ‘You have imitated Bol.’ 

Medial bʊ̄ʊl á-ŋɔɔ̀ɔj kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You has imitated Bol here.’ 
 

{lʊʊɲ} 
‘take turns’ 

Early Fall Final tā̪al á-lʊ ̂́ʊɲ ‘Somebody took turns cooking.’ 
Low Final tā̪al á-lʊ̀ʊʊɲ ‘You took turns cooking.’ 

Medial tā̪al á-lʊ̀ʊʊɲ kɪ-̀kɛ ɲ ‘You took turns cooking here.’ 
 


