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1. In order that we might better understand the way you generate and use data, please would you 
identify your own role by selecting from the following list: 

University academic 
staff:  52.3%  197 

University research 
assistant:  8.2%  31 

Postgraduate student:  22.0%  83 

Contracting researcher:  4.8%  18 

Independent 
researcher:  1.9%  7 

Other (please specify):  10.9%  41 

�


��75�0�%3&��

�

2. Source repositories contain primary research data. If a standard feature of such repositories 
was the ability to identify and link to the publications that had been developed from these data, 
how advantageous would you find it? 

Significant advantage to 
my work:  n/a  175 

Useful but not of major 
significance:  n/a  146 

Interesting but not 
particularly useful:  n/a  41 

Of no interest to me:  n/a  10 

Not sure at this point:  n/a  17 

Other (please specify):  n/a  3 

�
�

3. How advantageous to you would it be if it were possible to go directly from within an online 
publication (electronic journal article or other text) to the primary source data from which that 
publication was developed? 

Significant advantage to 
my research:  46.4%  175 

Useful but not of major 
significance:  40.1%  151 

Interesting but not 
particularly useful:  7.7%  29 

Of no interest to me:  2.1%  8 

Not sure at this point:  1.3%  5 

Other (please specify):  2.4%  9 

�
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4. What kinds of electronic source data do you produce? 

Audio:  n/a  14 

Databases:  n/a  183 

Derived data:  n/a  126 

Drawings, Plots:  n/a  216 

Gene/protein 
sequences:  n/a  42 

Geophysical data:  n/a  27 

Images:  n/a  195 

Instrument data:  n/a  91 

Photographs:  n/a  115 

Plans, Maps:  n/a  59 

Qualitative 
questionnaire data:  n/a  37 

Quantitative 
questionnaire data:  n/a  39 

Radiographic data:  n/a  11 

Raw data:  n/a  159 

Remote sensing:  n/a  15 

Spectra:  n/a  124 

Statistical data:  n/a  129 

Synthetic data:  n/a  48 

Telemetry:  n/a  5 

Text-based files:  n/a  168 

Topographical data:  n/a  32 

Video:  n/a  27 

Other (please specify):  n/a  32 

�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�
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5. In what formats are these source data held? 

CAD/GIS:  n/a  39 

Extensible mark-up 
language (XML):  n/a  35 

Database files (e.g. 
Access, MySQL):  n/a  117 

Flat files (e.g. FITS):  n/a  66 

Hypertext mark-up 
language (HTML):  n/a  60 

Image files (e.g. .jpg, .tif, 
.bmp, .gif):  n/a  228 

Plain text (.txt):  n/a  179 

Portable document 
format (.pdf):  n/a  156 

Rich text files (.rtf):  n/a  53 

Spreadsheets (e.g. 
Excel/.xls):  n/a  220 

Statistical software:  n/a  75 

Tables/catalogues:  n/a  102 

Word processed files 
(e.g. Word/.doc):  n/a  220 

Other (please specify):  n/a  76 

�

�

6. Are the data you generate sometimes a combination or group of different data formats (see 
MoreInfo)? 

Often:  37.9%  143 

Sometimes:  35.5%  134 

Rarely:  15.1%  57 

Never:  6.4%  24 

Potentially:  2.9%  11 

Other (please specify):  2.1%  8 

Question 6 - MORE INFORMATION  
 
Combination data set: a set of data generated from a specific piece of research that is 
produced and presented in a mixture of formats. For example, a report that is written in a format 
that has a .doc extension but also includes charts in .xls format and images saved as .jpg files, 
or such an entity as a Geographical Information System (GIS). 

�
�

�

�
�

�
�
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7. To which source repositories do you submit your data? 

Archaeology Data 
Service:  n/a  29 

Brookhaven National 
Laboratories:  n/a  4 

CERN:  n/a  13 

Genbank:  n/a  23 

National Crystallography 
Service:  n/a  8 

NERC Data Centres:  n/a  4 

Protein Structures 
Database:  n/a  19 

SuperCOSMOS Science 
Archive:  n/a  3 

UK Data Archive:  n/a  11 

UniProt:  n/a  2 

None:  n/a  223 

Other (please specify):  n/a  99 

�

�

8. How often have you submitted data to any of these source repositories? (Tick any that are 
applicable.)  Archaeology Data Service Brookhaven National Laboratories CERN GenBank 
National Crystallography Service NERC Data Centres Protein Structures Database 
SuperCOSMOS Science Archive UK Data Archive UniProt Other (as specified at question 7) 

8.a. Archaeology Data Service 

Frequently:  0.0%  0 

On several occasions:  1.8%  5 

Once:  2.5%  7 

Never:  85.5%  235 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  10.2%  28 

8.b. Brookhaven National Laboratories 

Frequently:  0.0%  0 

On several occasions:  1.2%  3 

Once:  0.8%  2 

Never:  96.8%  243 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.2%  3 
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8.c. CERN 

Frequently:  2.7%  7 

On several occasions:  1.9%  5 

Once:  1.2%  3 

Never:  92.6%  239 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.6%  4 

8.d. GenBank 

Frequently:  1.5%  4 

On several occasions:  5.7%  15 

Once:  3.8%  10 

Never:  87.0%  228 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.9%  5 

8.e. National Crystallography Service 

Frequently:  1.6%  4 

On several occasions:  1.2%  3 

Once:  0.8%  2 

Never:  94.5%  240 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  2.0%  5 

8.f. NERC Data Centres 

Frequently:  0.0%  0 

On several occasions:  0.4%  1 

Once:  1.2%  3 

Never:  96.8%  245 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.6%  4 

8.g. Protein Structures Database 

Frequently:  1.9%  5 

On several occasions:  3.5%  9 

Once:  1.5%  4 

Never:  91.1%  236 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.9%  5 
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8.h. SuperCOSMOS Science Archive 

Frequently:  0.8%  2 

On several occasions:  0.8%  2 

Once:  0.4%  1 

Never:  97.2%  246 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  0.8%  2 

8.i. UK Data Archive 

Frequently:  0.8%  2 

On several occasions:  1.5%  4 

Once:  1.5%  4 

Never:  92.3%  240 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  3.8%  10 

8.j. UniProt 

Frequently:  0.0%  0 

On several occasions:  1.2%  3 

Once:  1.2%  3 

Never:  96.4%  242 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  1.2%  3 

8.k. Other (as specified at question 7) 

Frequently:  12.3%  33 

On several occasions:  8.2%  22 

Once:  1.1%  3 

Never:  74.3%  199 

Never, but I am 
intending to do so soon:  4.1%  11 

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�
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9. The term metadata refers to the information or labels that you use to identify and describe your 
data. The principal purpose of metadata is to make it easy to recognise, access and retrieve data. 
A familiar example of this would be a library catalogue, which is a collection of metadata records 
that in their simplest form might contain details about the title, author and date of publication of 
each item in the library. So, assigning metadata enables one to understand what is contained 
within a set of data, when and how it was created and by whom, and the relationships it may have 
to other data. By selecting from the following options, please would you indicate what types of 
metadata you consider it important to assign to your data. The metadata given in the following list 
are generic and you can use the 'Other' option to enter more discipline-specific terms if that is 
appropriate. 

Project title:  n/a  297 

Project description:  n/a  255 

Project reference 
numbers/identifiers:  n/a  170 

Author/data creator 
name(s):  n/a  314 

Title of data set:  n/a  248 

Subject keywords:  n/a  261 

Funding source:  n/a  77 

Publisher:  n/a  109 

Dates of project:  n/a  160 

Date (e.g. of data 
creation):  n/a  242 

Format (e.g. PDF or 
HTML):  n/a  203 

Other (please specify):  n/a  58 

�
�

10. At what stage are metadata assigned to your data? 

Prior to data creation:  n/a  82 

As part of the indexing 
process for source data 

files: 
 n/a  98 

During file saving:  n/a  142 

When submitting data to 
the repository:  n/a  89 

After submission of my 
data to the repository:  n/a  14 

No metadata are 
assigned:  n/a  35 

I am not certain of the 
stage at which metadata 

are assigned: 
 n/a  75 

Other (please specify):  n/a  28 

�

�
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11. Who assigns metadata to your research data? 

I decide which terms to 
use and I assign them:  n/a  212 

Research colleague(s) 
assign metadata on the 

team's behalf: 
 n/a  55 

Research support staff 
assign metadata on the 

team's behalf: 
 n/a  22 

Metadata are assigned 
by library/information 

services staff: 
 n/a  4 

Metadata are assigned 
by the repository 

administrators: 
 n/a  37 

Metadata are generated 
automatically:  n/a  63 

It is not known who 
assigns metadata:  n/a  68 

Other (please specify):  n/a  37 

�

�
�%0%�%��5���%2���8%�329�

�
�

12. Why might you wish to access the research data generated by other research programmes? 

To understand the 
broader context and 

orientation of my 
research: 

 n/a  209 

To test the uniqueness 
and validity of my 

research objectives: 
 n/a  138 

To test the uniqueness 
and validity of their 

research objectives: 
 n/a  104 

To identify useful 
contacts:  n/a  117 

To access data that are 
useful or necessary to 

my research: 
 n/a  312 

Other (please specify):  n/a  27 

�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
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13. How would you normally access the research data of other researchers? 

I do not normally access 
others' research data:  n/a  102 

Through the exchange 
of data held on portable 
media (disks, CD-roms, 

USB drives, etc.): 

 n/a  119 

By access to networked 
fileservers at my own 

institution: 
 n/a  84 

By access to networked 
fileservers at other 

institutions: 
 n/a  81 

Through online access 
to source repositories:  n/a  198 

Other (please specify):  n/a  60 

�

�

14. What measures do you use to make your research data available? 

Data are posted or 
passed by hand in 

printed format: 
 n/a  89 

Data are distributed via 
e-mail:  n/a  177 

Through the exchange 
of portable media (disks, 

CD-roms, USB drives, 
etc.): 

 n/a  129 

By the allocation of 
passwords to network 

drives or data files: 
 n/a  59 

By the provision of a 
publicised URL:  n/a  104 

Via a publisher:  n/a  106 

Through a source 
repository:  n/a  100 

I undertake no 
measures to make my 

research data available: 
 n/a  75 

Other (please specify):  n/a  37 

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�
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15. What factors would encourage you to share your research data? 

Requirement of funding 
body/condition of 

funding: 
 n/a  223 

Demonstrable benefit to 
my research profile (this 
may be improved status, 

future funding or new 
research prospects): 

 n/a  246 

Demonstrable benefit to 
my institution (research 

presence, income, etc.): 
 n/a  171 

Potential benefits to the 
research community:  n/a  280 

Potential benefits to 
society:  n/a  163 

Enabling collaboration 
and contributions by 

others: 
 n/a  266 

Improved level of 
validation for my 

research findings: 
 n/a  169 

Improved visibility for my 
research:  n/a  235 

Other (please specify):  n/a  38 

�

�

16. What factors would discourage you from sharing your research data? 

The threat of loss of 
ownership:  n/a  202 

Risks to an established 
research niche:  n/a  104 

Risk of premature 
broadcast of research 

findings: 
 n/a  235 

Subversion of 
intellectual property 

rights, including 
copyright: 

 n/a  163 

Ethical constraints 
relating to my research:  n/a  58 

Consideration of data 
protection and other 

confidentiality issues: 
 n/a  115 

The time/effort required 
to enable sharing:  n/a  193 
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Risk of diversion from 
principal objectives 

through the generation 
of additional work: 

 n/a  144 

Risk to 
commercialisation 

opportunities: 
 n/a  59 

Increased competition 
for funding:  n/a  77 

Other (please specify):  n/a  29 

�

�

17. Normally, what kind of formal restrictions do you apply to your research data? 

No formal restrictions:  n/a  161 

Time related 
embargoes:  n/a  53 

Restricted to immediate 
research 

team/programme 
members: 

 n/a  113 

Individual 
enquiries/requests for 
access are judged on 

their merits: 

 n/a  134 

Data is flagged 
confidential/commercial-

in-confidence (or other 
caveat), for authorised 

access only: 

 n/a  36 

Other (please specify):  n/a  41 

�
�

18. What measures do you normally use to control access to your data by others? 

No access control - 
there is open access:  n/a  95 

Maintenance of an 
approved list/directory of 

data users: 
 n/a  29 

Reference of data 
requests to a review 

authority: 
 n/a  11 

Authentication of ID and 
password for online 

access: 
 n/a  66 

Validation of data users 
by clicking on an e-

mailed URL: 
 n/a  5 

Storage of data on 
standalone computers:  n/a  95 

 

3�"��������������	������5�
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Storage of data on a 
private network/intranet:  n/a  139 

The specific operational 
terms and conditions of 

the source repository: 
 n/a  47 

Other (please specify):  n/a  57 

�

�
�40
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19. Which kind of output repositories do you use to find and retrieve information for use in your 
research? Examples of output repositories are given at MoreInfo. 

Institutional:  n/a  186 

Discipline:  n/a  190 

Publisher:  n/a  228 

None:  n/a  37 

Other (please specify):  n/a  31 

�
Question 19 - MORE INFORMATION 
 
Examples 
 
Institutional repositories: arXiv, Birmingham ePrints Service, Edinburgh Research Archive, 
Imperial ePrints, LSE Research Articles Online, UCL ePrints, White Rose ePrints. 
 
Discipline Repositories - PubMed/PubMed Central. 
 
Publisher Repository - ScienceDirect. 
 
 

20. Which kind of output repositories do you use to find and retrieve information for use in 
teaching? 

Institutional:  n/a  128 

Discipline:  n/a  141 

Publisher:  n/a  159 

None:  n/a  129 

Other (please specify):  n/a  30 

�

�

21. In which output repositories do you deposit your research publications? 

Institutional:  n/a  130 

Discipline:  n/a  135 

Publisher:  n/a  205 

None:  n/a  77 

Other (please specify):  n/a  33 

�
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�

22. What are your normal or preferred routes to the contents of output repositories? 

Via a known repository's 
URL:  n/a  200 

Via an Open URL 
resolver:  n/a  30 

Via a library catalogue 
that links directly to an 
article in a repository: 

 n/a  162 

Via a library subject 
page:  n/a  53 

Through a publisher's 
online service (e.g. 

ScienceDirect): 
 n/a  153 

Directly through a 
specific journal's own 

web site: 
 n/a  163 

Through an author's 
personal web page:  n/a  102 

From a link provided in 
an e-mail, CD-rom, USB 

drive etc.: 
 n/a  68 

From an Internet search 
engine (e.g. Google):  n/a  207 

Through a subject portal 
service (e.g. Entrez):  n/a  69 

I have no normal or 
preferred routes:  n/a  55 

Other (please specify):  n/a  14 

�
�

23. What level of searching do you normally find sufficient when using an output repository? 

Simple - e.g. author, 
title, keyword, date:  59.3%  223 

Advanced, using a 
range of fields and 

identifiers: 
 21.5%  81 

Employing Boolean 
logic:  7.2%  27 

Using a subject 
thesaurus or subject 

headings: 
 1.3%  5 

No preference:  8.2%  31 

Other (please specify):  2.4%  9 

�

23.a. What further options, features or functionality would enhance your level of searching? 

Q��������!�����%����������������������������(������������	��������*��������,4�
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24. Do you receive support and/or guidance in your use of output repositories? (This need not take 
the form of personal support from someone else but could be online prompts, links and advice 
from within the repositories themselves.) 

Documentary support:  17.6%  66 

Personal support 
provided by an 

intermediary: 
 7.7%  29 

Repository-enabled 
support:  22.1%  83 

No support is provided:  28.2%  106 

Unknown:  20.7%  78 

Other (please specify):  3.7%  14 

�
�

25. What assistance in your use of repositories is provided by a librarian or other knowledge 
management support? 

Provision of 
documentation 

(guidance notes, fact 
sheets, etc.): 

 n/a  109 

Formal training and 
documentation:  n/a  74 

Online or telephone 
help:  n/a  89 

Assistance with the 
structuring of specific 

searches: 
 n/a  26 

Assistance with the 
conduct of searches:  n/a  42 

Full intermediary service 
(e.g. the conduct of 

searches and 
organisation of results): 

 n/a  11 

Unknown:  n/a  168 

Other (please specify):  n/a  29 

�
�

26. Having considered your current use of both source and output repositories, and the potential 
relationships between the two, what functionality if any do you consider is missing from the 
source repositories that you have used? 

26.a. And what functionality if any do you consider is missing from output repositories that you 
have used? 

�
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